
                        Doctoral Training Policy and Evidence Placement 

Project: PIPS – PhD student placement opportunities 

Title:           “Management and protection of environmental concerns in Wales” 

Background:  
Welsh Government is seeking two PHD candidates for placement opportunities within The Interim Environmental 
Protection Assessor for Wales (IEPAW). The IEPAW is responsible for reviewing concerns about the functioning 
of environmental law in Wales. Where warranted, the IEPAW may prepare reports on the functioning of the law 
for the Welsh Ministers. The IEPAW is part of an interim process in Wales until a permanent body to oversee 
compliance with environmental law is developed. Its focus is on the functioning of environmental law, not on 
breaches of that law. 
 
Consideration of the functioning of environmental law by the IEPAW may include: 
 

1. The law no longer delivers its intended objectives and outcomes, either because it is outdated, or it no 
longer functions in a way which protects the environment  

2. Guidance or information about the law is not accessible. The quality and availability of information or 
guidance impedes deliverability or operability for users. 

3. Practical delivery of the law is impeded. Where there are improvements which could be incorporated as 
a result of advances in science or technology or where barriers exist which frustrate or prevent practical 
delivery of law. 

 
Purpose of the Posts 
The post-holders will assist and support the IEPAW in their role and will assist the IEPAW with preparation of 
reports in areas of environmental law in Wales which may include the regulatory framework relating to 
preventing pollution in Wales including the prevention of pollutants in water, air, and soil. The resulting reports 
will be delivered to Welsh Ministers.  
 
Key Tasks  
Key duties will include:  

• Carrying out research on relevant legislation, guidance and information on for the purposes of 
investigating submissions made to the IEPAW, ensuring that all information is documented in a clear, 
cohesive and concise manner. 

• Analysis of data and evidence pertaining to the environment in Wales together with current 
environmental regulation.  

• Assisting with a review of relevant issues, including best practice in other countries and other 
jurisdictions.  

• Analysis of complex information, and evidence and identifying potential evidence gaps. 
• Drafting clear, concise summaries of findings which will form the basis of the report which will be 

presented to the Welsh Ministers. 
• Participating in meetings and events with colleagues, including stakeholders from external 

organisations. 
• Assimilation and coordination of expert evidence received, taking notes of evidence provided in oral 

evidence sessions, workshops, and seminars.  
• Reviewing submissions received by the IEPAW on environmental concerns and working through the 

scoping documents with consideration given to IEPAW remit and wider elements relevant to each 
submission. 

 

Details  

Skills required: Key Skills 
• Academic background in law, preferably environmental law  
• Good legal research, evaluation and analytical skills  
• Good writing skills and practice, particularly the ability to write accurate and 
concise reports. 

Available posts: 2 
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Host 
Organisation:  

Welsh Government 

Placement Start 
Date 

September 2024 

Development 
Opportunities 

The placements provide an opportunity to gain insight into the functioning of environmental 
law in Wales and the work of the IEPAW at a time when the new Environmental Governance 
Model in Wales is being developed..  The post-holder will work in an interesting and diverse 
team, contributing to the shaping of potential law and regulatory reform. The post-holder 
will be expected to work independently within parameters and guidelines provided by the 
IEPAW. Working closely with a wide range of colleagues the successful candidate will build 
valuable working relationships, broaden their knowledge of public policy-making and 
enhance their existing transferable skills. 
 
The postholders will have the chance to broaden their knowledge and understanding of 
producing reports and advice for Government Ministers and the opportunity to identify 
areas which add value to the delivery of evidence-based policy. There will also be the 
opportunity to meet stakeholders from a range of organisations and make visit sites where  
real-world implications of relevant environmental legislation can be observed.  
 

Duration, 
location, working 
arrangements 
and 
environment:  

There are two roles invited which will be full-time and working within the IEPAW Secretariat 
team which is hosted at the Welsh Government Cathays Park offices in central Cardiff.  In 
line with the flexible working policy and working full – time flexible hours, the post-holders 
will be able to work from home, and office working will also be an option. 
 
Post-holders will be provided with a laptop to facilitate regular contact with the IEPAW 
Secretariat team and line management, other policy teams and external partners.  Due to 
the remote nature of working, the post-holders will be fully supported during the placement 
via Welsh Government by the IEPAW Secretariat who will endeavour to ensure that the 
placements are as close to the in-team office-based experience as possible. 
The placements will be for a 3 month period and will focus on delivering the objectives set 
out in the job specification.  The option to extend for a further 3 months is possible if the 
project team feel there is merit in doing so and if it is compatible with the post-holder’s 
university research schedule and DTP/CDT arrangements.   
 
The Welsh Government is a bilingual organisation and Welsh language skills are considered 
an asset to the organisation. We encourage and support staff to use their Welsh language 
skills during a placement.   

Exact start date will be agreed following successful Welsh Government security clearance. 
 

Application 
criteria 

Welsh Government can only accept applications to the PhD student placement 
programme from registered students.  All applicants must seek approval from their 
academic supervisor before applying. 
This placement is only available to applicants with a placement as an integral part of their 
PhD programmes 

Funding 

Funding for this placement is expected to be covered by the research council as per the applicant’s programme. 
Welsh Government will pay the cost of hotel, subsistence, travelling and any other additional expenses incurred 
by the PhD candidate in connection with the Project Support Services, subject to the limits in Welsh 
Government’s travel and subsistence policy. 

Contact  



                        Doctoral Training Policy and Evidence Placement 

Name:  Contact Stephany Aymerich (Research & Academic Engagement Manager) via 
researchplacements@gov.wales  
 
The Welsh Government takes the protection of your data seriously. If you contact the 
Welsh Government then our Privacy Notice explains how we use your information and 
the ways in which we protect your privacy. 

Application process  

Please submit CV and covering letter to Stephany Aymerich.  NOTE: All applicants must confirm that they have 
received authorisation to undertake a placement from their programme manager.  
 
We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in 
Welsh and corresponding in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding 
 
If you have an impairment or health condition, or use British Sign Language and need to discuss reasonable 
adjustments for any part of the placement programme, or wish to discuss how we will support you if you are to 
be successful, please contact Stephany Aymerich as soon as possible to discuss your requirements and any 
questions you may have. 
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